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All'improvviso (Out of the blue)

curated by Giuliana Benassi
March, 1 2026 - May, 24 2026

Opening by invitation only: February 28, 2026, h 4:00 PM — 8:00 PM

D’ARC Foundation is pleased to announce the opening of the first Italian solo exhibition by Polish
artist Aneta Grzeszykowska, titled All'improvviso (Out of the blue), curated by Giuliana
Benassi.

The exhibition offers an extensive survey of the past two decades of Aneta Grzeszykowska’s
artistic research and a body of previously unseen works, produced during her artist residency at
D’ARC Foundation in the summer of 2025. During her stay in Rome, Grzeszykowska undertook an
investigation into the city’s urban landscape and its distinctive atmosphere, translating these
elements into the new photographic series Daughter, which was produced between ltaly and
Poland. The work constitutes a conceptual evolution of MAMA (2018), originally presented at the
59th International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia, and here partially on view, further
extending the artist’'s ongoing reflection on simulacra and identity.

In this new body of work, Grzeszykowska employs a hyper-realistic mask replicating her own facial
features at the age of fourteen, meticulously reconstructed from family photographic archives,
which she wears in performative sessions together with her daughter. The encounter between the
inanimate passivity of the adolescent face and the physical presence of a mature body generates a
visual short circuit of profound ambiguity, unsettling conventional notions of parental relationships
and the persistence of memory. Temporality, as evoked by the exhibition title Allimprovviso (Out of
the blue), emerges as the ontological pivot of the exhibition, functioning as a key interpretative
framework for the works on view.

This temporal dimension finds its most expansive expression in the video installation Clock: a
monumental twelve-hour work in which the artist’'s body, through choreographed multiplication,
becomes a living hand of time. With the striking of each hour, the scene is enriched by an
additional “copy” of the subject, while the resonant chimes permeate the exhibition space,
transforming the passage of minutes into an existential soundtrack that marks the rhythm between
the human, the animal, and the object.

The exhibition unfolds through a tightly woven dialogue between photography, sculpture, and
installation, juxtaposing iconic series such as Domestic Animals (2022), Selfie (2014), Selfie with
Dog (2023), and Skinformer (2024) with newly produced sculptural works. Together, they convey
the complexity of a practice that, poised between material fetishism and conceptual rigor,
interrogates the instability of the self and the continuous redefinition of the body as an evolving
image shaped by the passage of time. The exhibition resonates as a sustained epiphany of the
temporality of existence and its material substance, while simultaneously embracing and
reconfiguring the intricate relationships that define the contemporary condition.

The exhibition was made in collaboration with the Polish Institute in Rome and thanks to the
support of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute. The project is co-financed by the Ministry of Culture
and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland; in partnership with Raster Gallery, Warsaw.



D’ARC Foundation

Situated in the heart of the Tiburtina area, the Foundation stands in a singular location where
ancient history and industrial heritage meet. The Foundation, established by collectors Giovanni
and Clara Floridi, is a multifunctional center dedicated to contemporary art.

The site, located at the base of a tuff cliff, was once home to a concrete manufacturing plant and
is the result of an ambitious regeneration project of a 6,000-square-meter area. A vast Roman
domus, buried beneath the surface, lies within the embankment of the cliff.

The project was developed following principles of environmental sustainability by the
architectural firm 3C+t Capolei Cavalli Architetti Associati.

The collection, shaped over years of research and acquisitions, includes works by artists such as
Giulio Turcato, Jannis Kounellis, Alighiero Boetti, Anselm Kiefer, Christo, Joseph Kosuth, Peter
Halley, Nanda Vigo and, among more recent voices, Paolo Canevari, Vanessa Beecroft, Loris
Cecchini, Emma Talbot, Bosco Sodi, Chiara Camoni, Eva Jospin, and Giorgio Andreotta Calo.
Emerging artists featured include Giulia Cenci, Mateusz Chorébski, Fabrizio Prevedello, Bea
Bonafini, and Rashid Johnson, among others.

The Foundation’s programme is curated by Giuliana Benassi.

Aneta Grzeszykowska (b. 1974) lives and works in Warsaw. She has been featured in numerous
major international exhibitions, including the Venice Biennale (2022), the Yokohama Triennale
(2024), the Berlin Biennale (2006), and the Paris Triennale (2012). Her work has also been shown
at the New Museum and Sculpture Center in New York, the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis,
the Museum Folkwang in Essen, and the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw. Her solo exhibition at
Zacheta — National Gallery of Art in Warsaw earned her the Polityka Passport Award in 2014.
Grzeszykowska’s works are held in prominent public collections, including the Centre Pompidou in
Paris, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York, Fotomuseum Winterthur, the Museum of
Modern Art in Warsaw, and the Museum of Art in £édz. She is represented by Raster Gallery in
Warsaw and Lyles & King in New York. She also heads the Studio of Performative Photography at
the Academy of Art in Szczecin.

Working primarily with photography and film, Aneta Grzeszykowska approaches them as devices
for the construction of complex artistic and ontological investigations. Her practice centres on the
manipulation of photographic and cinematic forms, engaging the viewer's perception.
Grzeszykowska employs photography and film to foreground the performative nature of her actions
and her subjective position in the production and perception of images, articulating a distinctly
female perspective on contemporary image-making.

The Adam Mickiewicz Institute (IAM) brings Polish culture to people around the world. As a state
institution, it creates lasting interest in Polish culture and art through strengthening the presence of
Polish artists on the global stage. It initiates innovative projects, supports international cooperation
and cultural exchange. It promotes the work of both established and promising artists, showing the
diversity and richness of our culture. The Adam Mickiewicz Institute is also responsible for the
Culture.pl website, a comprehensive source of knowledge about Polish culture. More information:
www.iam.pl.

The Polish Institute in Rome is a public cultural institution whose mission is to promote Polish
culture in ltaly and to foster dialogue among Polish and Italian artists, experts, and scholars.
Founded in 1992, it is based in the historic Palazzo Blumenstihl, in the heart of Rome’s Prati
neighborhood, while carrying out activities throughout the entire country. Visual arts play a central
role in the Institute’s programme. For many years, the Institute has been actively involved in
conceiving and producing Polish art projects in collaboration with Italian curators, artists, critics,
institutions, and galleries, whose interest and support constitute a fundamental value. Thanks to
these synergies, the Institute introduces Italian audiences both to leading figures of the Polish art
scene—such as Wtadystaw Strzemihski, Magdalena Abakanowicz, and Mirostaw Batka—and to
emerging artists who are still little known in Italy.


http://www.iam.pl/

Opening Hours:
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday
3:30PM - 7:30PM

Entrance Fee:

Full Ticket: €10

Reduced Tickets: €7, for over 65, university students with ID, groups of at least 12 paying people, FAI
members, disabled person’s companion

Free Admission: under 18s, students and professors from all Art Academies and/or Art History

and Cultural Heritage Universities, visitors with disabilities, licensed tourist guides, journalists

with 1D

Online Ticketing:
https://www.ticketone.it/artist/fondazione-d-arc/fondazione-darc-3839957/

Via dei Cluniacensi, 128-130
00159 Rome

info@fondazionedarc.it
www.fondazionedarc.it
IG: @fondazionedarc

How to get there:

BUS 163, 211, 309, 448
METRO B Tiburtina

Large Parking Area available

Press Office:
Maddalena Bonicelli

+39 335 6857707

Sara Sabino
press@fondazionedarc.it
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